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Topic: Connect Homework to Specific Learning Goals

Homework should be a benefit, never a detriment, to your students. That
means that sll homework you ssign should help students practice a key
element of the curriculum. Homeowrk should never be assigned as "busy-
work." Remember that students and parents can tell the difference. As you
plan your homework assignments:

Make sure students understand the connection between their homework
and the learning goal. Write the learning goal on the assignment if
necessary. If students realize that you are assigning homework to help
them move to mastery, rather than just to take up their time, they may be
more likely to finish it and hand it in.

Ask yourself: Can the majority of my students complete this homework on
their own? There will always be the exceptions, but if students cannot
complete homework on their own, you are not asking them to practice are
asking them to learn new material, which should be done in the classroom
with you - not at home alone.

Communicate with parents. Explain to parents how they can act as a
resource during homework time—without doing the work for their children.
Encourage parents to contact you if they have questions about how to help
their children with homework.

Have a great week!
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