
Winter Edition December 2018 — March 2019

Santa’s Workshop 
On December 14, the Eighth Grade hosted a fun, carnival-like 
event called Santa’s Workshop in the Main Gymnasium of the 
school. The eighth grade students and teachers dressed up as 
elves and created a great memory to look back on for the 
kindergarteners and preschoolers. Santa’s Workshop is a 
Christmastime tradition and has been around for years. However, 
with the new addition of The St. Thomas More Preschool, this 
was the first year in which both preschoolers and kindergarteners 
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got to participate in the fun! There was a series of games to play, 
and eighth graders took the kindergarteners and preschoolers to 
different stations and explained what to do. A few eighth graders 
were also assigned to each station to further explain how to play 
the games. When everyone had gotten a chance to go around to 
most of the stations, 
the children 
gathered near the 
stage to watch 
eighth graders 
dressed in soldier 
uniforms dance to a 
few songs. After 
that, everyone 
gathered around 
Mrs. Pionegro at her 
piano as she led 
them in singing the 
various Christmas 
carols that she 
played. Finally, at 
the end of this 
memorable event, 
the winners of the 
Snowball Count (a game in which students guessed how many 
cotton balls were in a small container) were announced and these 
winners were awarded with small bags of prizes. Santa’s 
Workshop was a wonderful way to bring Christmas joy to the 
younger and older students at STM, and they could keep that joy 
with them even when they went home for Christmas break.

~Kaia Bognet and Diana Grover

Christmas Play 
Excitement was prominent in St. Thomas More School on 
Tuesday, December 11, the day of the Fifth and Sixth Grade 
Christmas Play! The play was held in the Main Gymnasium at 
1:00 p.m. and was viewed by students, teachers, and parents. As 
the audience members took their places in the bleachers, the fifth 
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and sixth graders made final touches to their outfits, 
microphones, and props. Special thanks go to Mrs. Pionegro, the 
director and choreographer of the play; the stage crew, made up 
of seventh and eighth graders; and all the fifth and sixth graders 
either on stage or in the chorus. Every year, the Christmas Play 
reminds STM of the true meaning of Christmas. This year, that 
message was portrayed by showing the consequences of 
electronics 
and the impact 
they have on 
people. Mrs. 
Pionegro, the 
cast, and the 
chorus did a 
splendid job of 
reminding 
people that at 
Christmas 
time, we 
should focus 
our attention not 
on devices that provide temporary pleasures, but on Jesus Christ 
who offers eternal happiness. In addition to the 1:00 p.m. 
showing, the play was also held at 7:30 p.m. for those unable to 
attend in the early afternoon. At the end of each play, a free will 
offering was taken and the money collected was donated to 
Mercy School for Special Learning. This year’s Christmas Play 
was a huge success!

~Sophia Steckel
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Winter Craft 

During their weekly art classes, the 

eighth graders at St. Thomas More 

School created festive clay 

ornaments that they could hang on 

their Christmas trees. Their art 

teacher, Mrs. Plangeman, instructed 

them and helped along the way. 

According to Mrs. Plangeman, the 

first step was to use a roller to 

flatten the clay. The students then 

used cookie cutters to cut the clay 

into shapes such as stars and birds. 

Next, these young artists used 

texture rollers to roll elaborate 

patterns onto their clay pieces. A 

hole then had to be poked at the 

top of each cut-out so that ribbons 

could go through and they could be 

hung on the Christmas tree. After 

that, the pieces of clay were put 

into a kiln to get fired so that they 

would harden. Days later, the clay 

cut-outs were taken out of the kiln 

to cool off and be glazed, after 

which they then were put back into 
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Activity Period 
The Activity Period was instituted at the beginning of the school 
year and is open to anyone in Grades 5 through 8. There are all 
sorts of activity options such as Drama Club, Science Club, 
Newspaper Committee, Chess Club, and so many more! In 
activities like Chess Club, students do not necessarily learn 
academically but rather exercise their brains through strategic 
thinking and, at times, deep concentration. However, You Be the 
Chemist and Tech Team allow students to go more in-depth on 
school topics (in this case chemistry and technology). Some clubs 
that often have meetings before school, after school, or during 
lunch are also options, such as Tech Team, Newspaper 
Committee, Yearbook Committee, and Student Government. 
However, if some students don’t want to sign up for a club, then 
that’s ok! Instead, they are able to have a silent study hall. If 
they’ve finished all of their upcoming assignments, they can help 
teachers clean their classroom. The Activity Period at STM, 
usually held about twice a month, gives students an opportunity 
to work with other students, have fun, and learn all at the same 
time!   

~Ali Grace Robinson
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the kiln. Finally, when the clay 

cooled off after being fired for the 

second time, each student had a 

beautifully unique ornament to take 

home.

~Sophia Steckel

Book Review: The 
False Prince

The False Prince is the first book in a 

trilogy called The Ascendance Series 

and is an astonishing read. In this 

story, three boys are taken from 

their lowly orphanages so they can 

be trained to become makeshift 

princes (hence the title of The False 

Prince). These boys all fight to prove 

themselves in the battle to rule 

Carthya. The real prince has been 

lost for years and has never been 

found. However, at the most recent 

gathering of the Regents, the 

Regent known as Connor will claim 

to have the prince. This is an 

excellent book and is definitely 

worth a try!

~Alyssa Angoy
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Chess Club
When the Activity Period at STM originated, the Chess Club 
made a fantastic reappearance! The Chess Club used to be an 
after school activity for students in any grade, but it came to a 
halt for a while and returned to the school this year as an Activity 
Period option. This academic association is all about strategy, 
stamina, knowledge, and fun! When a club member was 
interviewed, the student explained that the reason he or she 
joined was because friends were joining and because the student 
was curious on what it would be like. As it turned out, it was 
really fun! The leaders of the Chess Club are Mrs. DeLoggio and 
Mr. Roman, and it takes place in the Main Library. After the 
administrators go over the rules of the game, everyone is free to 
begin!  

~Ali Grace Robinson
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Movie Review (Mary 
Poppins Returns) 

Mary Poppins Returns is a great 

sequel to Mary Poppins. The two 

Banks children from the first movie 

are all grown up, the boy now a 

widower with two children and the 

girl helping her brother around the 

house. When they face financial 

problems and can’t keep up with the 

kids and their hyperactivity, Mary 

Poppins comes to the Banks’ home. 

This movie was comedic, dramatic, 

and moral. It is amazing and is 

definitely recommended for people 

of all ages.

~Alyssa Angoy
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Animal Facts 

The Boomslang Snake 
What makes the boomslang snake so intriguing? Maybe the fact that it can move with the absence of 
limbs? Or maybe its perilous venom? This species of snake is usually green and black if it is male and 
brown if it is female. They can range from three to five feet long and can live for up to eight years. These 
scaly animals are native to Africa and are often found in isolated trees within open clearings. Fascinatingly 
enough, they are one of Africa’s most venomous snakes. Although they are rear-fanged, they can open 
their mouths up to 170° to strike their prey and inject their hemotoxic venom into the veins of their 
unfortunate victims. Hemotoxic venom is 
venom that interrupts the blood clotting 
process, destroys red blood cells, and 
causes tissue and organ degeneration. 
Despite the dangers of these venomous 
reptiles, humans must be mindful of the 
importance of their existence. They are a 
part of the food chain, eating practically 
anything they can swallow ranging from 
the smallest insects to medium-sized birds 
as well as chameleons and other lizards. If 
they were to fall into extinction, the 
harmony of the ecosystem would be 
disrupted. So, while keeping our distance, 
we should be respectful of the boomslang 
snake’s contribution to the balance of nature.

~Diana Grover

The Porpoise
The porpoise is quite an interesting creature. Porpoises are 
a group of fully aquatic marine mammals, all of which are 
classified under the family Phocoenidae. There are seven 
types of porpoises: Harbor Porpoise, Vaquita / Gulf of 
California Harbor Porpoise, Dall's Porpoise, Burmeister's 
Porpoise, Spectacled Porpoise, Indo-Pacific Finless 
Porpoise, and the Narrow-Ridged Finless Porpoise. 
Porpoises are technically whales that have small teeth and 
are related to saltwater dolphins. Did you know that 
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narwhals are actually porpoises? Narwhals are pale skinned porpoises with a huge tooth (the so-called 
“horn” that a narwhal has is actually a really big tooth). Also, a fun fact that many people aren’t aware of is 
that a group of porpoises can be called a crowd, a herd, or a pod.

~Kaia Bognet

Barnes & Noble Book Fair 
The Barnes & Noble Book Fair was lively, entertaining, and spectacular! It featured face painting, a 
reading time, instrument playing, complimentary gift wrapping, and more. Chloe Fifield was the winner 
of the Name the Drink Contest, so the “Peppermint Peiffer Swirl”  was featured at Starbucks - a delicious 
treat! Greeters at the front doors made people feel welcome, and their enthusiasm prepared them for the 
excitement of the Book Fair. Overall, $1,500 was raised for the library, so it is safe to say that this fun-
filled event was a great success!

~Alyssa Angoy and Kaia Bognet
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Mrs. Hartman 
Mrs. Hartman is a new teacher at STM who teaches Seventh and Eighth Grade science. Some activities 
she enjoys are walking her dogs, seeing Broadway shows, wine tasting, reading, spending time with her 
family, and – of course – conducting scientific experiments! In fact, her favorite part of her job is being in 
the Main Science Lab with her students. Although Mrs. Hartman thoroughly enjoys her teaching career at 
STM, she hasn’t always wanted to be a science educator. She actually wanted to be a scientist! It all started 
when she was in Seventh Grade and was intrigued by what she was learning in her science class. She 
thought that becoming a scientist and being able to apply that content into conducting experiments 
would be super fun. To pursue her dream, Mrs. Hartman worked really hard in school and got accepted 
into Cedar Crest College. There she majored in Genetic Engineering and earned a Bachelor of Science 
Degree, but it was during her college years when she realized she wanted to teach. As a result of this 
realization, she began teaching at Good Shepherd Middle School and decided to spend her third year of 
teaching at St. Thomas More School. Mrs. Hartman loves her husband, her two daughters (Maren and 
Lena), and the people she’s met at STM. She is more than happy with her choice of being a science 
teacher!

~Ali Grace Robinson 
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Catholic Schools Week 

Sunday: Celebrating Our Parish
STM began Catholic Schools Week on a good note by hosting an Open House on Sunday, January 27, 
from 10:15 a.m. to 1:30 a.m. On this day, parents were 
invited to take a look around the school and get an idea of 
what their kids have learned so far this year. The hallways 
were decorated beforehand, making the school look even 
more fun and welcoming. Student Ambassadors and 
Student Council members helped by greeting people at 
the front doors, giving tours to people who were seeing 
the school for the first time, and working at voting booths 
where visitors could vote for their favorite decorated 
hallway. Coffee and baked goods were also served in the 
Family Center as an extra treat. That day, the school was 
filled with smiling faces as the STM family was brought 
together for Celebrate Our Parish Day!

~Sophia Steckel

Monday: Celebrating Our Community
Travis Manion Foundation
On Monday, January 28 (Celebrate Our Community Day), veteran and STM alumnus named Jimmy 
Birkhead came to STM to talk about the Travis Manion Foundation, an organization for which he 
volunteers. The foundation was created in loving memory of Travis Manion and his best friend Brendan 
Looney, who were both brave men who served in the military. 

       Travis Manion served in the army. Then, being awarded for his 
selfless and courageous actions, he earned the Silver Star and the 
Bronze Star. Unfortunately, on April 29, 2007, Travis was killed in 
a fight against Iraq. 

     His friend Brendan Looney was a U.S. Navy Seal. He was 
deeply affected by Manion’s death, but he continued to serve 
his country. Sadly, he was killed three years after his 
companion. 

   The motto that Travis Manion lived by was “If not me, then 
who,” and the Travis Manion Foundation encourages people to base 
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their everyday lives off of this simple question. Today this organization helps veterans and the families of 
fallen veterans. With the help of this foundation, these two friends’ legacy will live on forever. 

~Shyanne Ly and Ali Grace Robinson

Author Visit
Josh Berk who is a middle school author from Bethlehem visited STM on Monday of Catholic Schools 
Week. Students really enjoyed listening to his 
presentation. He talked about how he became a writer 
and special people in his life that influenced him. At the 
end of the presentation, he gave out a few signed books 
as prizes.

~Mrs. Boyle

Tuesday: Celebrating Our Students
On Tuesday, January 29, STM 
students and staff were pleasantly 
surprised when several inches of 
snow allowed them to spend a 
peaceful, relaxing day at home, but 
at the cost of Celebrate Our 
Students Day being postponed to 
Friday, February 8. This exciting day 
began with the Scholastic 
Scrimmage, an event that is held 
every year in the Main Gymnasium. 
Fifth through eighth grade students 
voted for one boy and one girl to 
represent their grade levels in the 
scrimmage, which is viewed by 
Grades 3 through 8 as well as any 
parents who were interested in 
attending. The boys’ team (the 
Talented Thinkers) faced off against the girls’ team (the Saintly Scholars) by answering academic questions 
that were announced by Junior High teacher Mr. Gibbons. This year, the Talented Thinkers came out on 
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top! The school congratulates the boys team, but applauds all the contestants for their hard work. After 
the Scholastic Scrimmage, Kindergarten, First, and Second Grade came into the gym for the big pep rally. 
Students wore outfits based on their favorite sports or teams, ranging from the NFL Eagles to STM Cross 
Country. The pep rally consisted of several fun games in which students of all grade levels were randomly 
chosen to participate. These games were lively and entertaining. The fun didn’t stop there, though. The 
lunch that day was Chicken Patty on a Roll, which was voted on by the majority of the students. As an 
extra treat, students were served ice cream sundaes by high schoolers from Allentown Central Catholic 
High School (ACCHS). To top it all off, students were given no homework, which was sure to put a smile 
on everyone’s face!   ~Sophia Steckel

Wednesday: Celebrating Our Nation
Wednesday, January 30, was Celebrate Our Nation 
Day, but this celebration was snowed out and, 
unfortunately, could not be rescheduled. Despite 
this cancellation, STM showed its support for 
those who courageously serve and protect our 
country by writing letters to members of the 
military. Each student expressed their sincere 
thanks and gave them their best wishes for their 
safety and well-being.

~Sophia Steckel
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Thursday: Celebrating Vocations
Living Rosary
On the morning of January 31, the students of STM were called into the Main Gymnasium. Everyone, 
wearing different colors to match their homerooms, gathered around a living rosary made up of students 
and staff, each representing a different bead. The decades of the rosary were color-coordinated and each 
homeroom sat behind the decade that matched their colors. In between each decade of Hail Marys, an 
eighth grader said an Our Father and a Glory Be. After the completion of the fifth decade, all the students 
were dismissed back to their homerooms. This school gathering was a nice, peaceful way to start off 
Celebrate Our Vocations Day, and it inspired the students to focus on loving, serving, and listening to 
God that day and every day after.

~Diana Grover

Vocations Assembly
That afternoon, the school gathered again in the Main Gymnasium to be greeted by two members of the 
Religious Life, Father Searles and Sister Sophia; a member of the Single Life, Alex Cirko (who works for 
the diocese); and two members of the Married Life, Mark and Megan Quaranta. Each person talked about 
their vocation and their individual journeys that led them to where they are now. The school was 
reminded of how important it is to not only pray to God, but to listen to God’s call so that we can be the 
people He wants us to be.

~Sophia Steckel
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Friday: Celebrating Faculty, Staff, and Volunteers
Friday of Catholic Schools Week was great! It was Celebrate Our Faculty, Staff, and Volunteers Day, and 
the students wanted to do everything they could to repay them for their incredible patience and wisdom. 
To start off the morning, a Mass was held honoring the teachers and volunteers.  After the Mass, the 
Student Council served breakfast to the volunteers in the Family Center. At lunchtime, there was a 
delectable buffet for the teachers as well as dessert 
and coffee served by Student Council members. 
Near the end of the day, the school gathered in 
the Main Gymnasium where a video was shown. 
In this video, students expressed their 
appreciation for all the invaluable lessons and 
manners that their instructors taught them. Then, 
several students got up from their seats and gave 
small gift bags to their teachers. This assembly 
was a new event at STM and was a wonderful way 
to send the students home after a fun and 
celebratory school week.

~Alyssa Angoy

Saturday: Celebrating Our Families
To wrap up Catholic Schools Week, STM hosted BINGO in the Family Center on Saturday, February 2, 
which was Celebrate Our Families Day. This fun-filled event was the perfect opportunity for families to 
get together with the STM community 
and have a good time. Prizes ranged from 
Bath & Body Works fragrance mists all 
the way to Ice Cream Sandwich 
Astronaut Ice Cream! Starting at 1:00 
p.m. and consisting of 20 rounds, several 
people got the opportunity to win. In 
addition, snacks such as crispy potato 
chips, salty pretzels, and mouth-watering 
candy were set at each populated table. 
Mr. Pieffer proved to be a terrific 
announcer, stating each letter and 
number clearly and with great 
enthusiasm. Other faculty members who 
helped to run this event were Mrs. 
Costa, Mrs. Gaughan, Mrs. Lasicki, and 
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Mrs. Steckel. STM BINGO proved to be a fun experience for people of all ages and a great way to end 
Catholic Schools Week!

~Sophia Steckel

MakerSpace 
Located in the Junior High hallway is an exciting new addition to STM known as the MakerSpace. Mrs. 
Sell, Director of Educational Technology and the designer of the MakerSpace, began working on the room 
sometime in late November with a goal of completing it before Christmas Break. She ended up 
accomplishing her goal, and the MakerSpace was available to students when they returned on January 3. 
However, this project is not necessarily finished. Overtime, it will grow, develop, and improve in ways that 
will benefit students educationally and expand their knowledge in technology. Mrs. Sell’s inspiration for 
creating the MakerSpace was her desire for students to be able to imitate experiments that are currently 
being tested by professionals and feel like they are part of the experience. In this room, boys and girls can 
take what they learn in math, science, social studies, and other subjects and use that content to conduct 
hands-on experiments using electronics. For example, Mrs. Steckel’s Fifth Grade advanced math class 
used one of the MakerSpace robots, the LEGO Mine Storm, to increase their understanding of angles. 
The robot was placed on a diagram of various angles drawn inside a circle, and the students programmed 
the robot to turn a certain number of degrees so that it would stop in alignment with one of the angles. 
This project was an imitation of how scientists recently launched a robot to Mars and are programming it 
to investigate the planet. The MakerSpace also contains a green screen, a pair of robots named Dot and 
Dash, and various other materials that are used by the Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Grade Robotics Club. 
Members of the Robotics Club participate in a competition in which they each have to program a robot 
to complete their assigned underwater-themed tasks, and the MakerSpace is where their practices are 
held. According to Mrs. Sell, this new addition to the school allows students to practice problem-solving 
and develop problem-solving strategies that will benefit them in the future. Students can have hands-on 
opportunities to show what they 
know and can perform 
experiments that help them to 
build their understanding in 
technology and other school 
subjects. One important part of 
the MakerSpace is that students 
will make mistakes, and those 
mistakes will help them to develop 
growth mindsets so that they can 
persevere even when they face 
obstacles. In conclusion, the 
MakerSpace is a great place for 
students to learn, be creative, and 
have fun!   ~Sophia Steckel
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CYO Basketball 

Boys Basketball
The STM boys basketball team had a great season overall. The team was driven by eighth graders: 
Giovanni Escalonaa, Ethan Hosak, Jacksen Jobes, Adam Kleist, Nathan Mullaney, Griffin Patridge, 
Alistair Stewart-Smith, Pearce Wagner, and Aidan Wakstein. These eighth graders guided their seventh 
grade teammates: Colin Boyle, Treyvon Shaffer, Tyler Shaffer, Harrison Stewart-Smith, and Dainn Vassallo. 
The boys had a very successful season but, unfortunately, came up just short in the Diocesan 
Championship. The most important people to thank for the team’s success are Coach Gehris and Coach 
Hodrick. They stuck with the team through an extremely rough summer, and ended up with a winning 
season that they will never forget. 

~Colin Boyle (Guest Writer)

Girls Basketball
The STM girls CYO basketball team had a fantastic season! The eighth graders on the team were Grace 
Kane, Lauren Nelson, and Maddie Woodward. The seventh graders were Armani Brickhouse, Molly 
Driscoll, Katie Hines, Brianna McClain, Alyssa Mullaney, Ellie Niggel, Elizabeth Samer, Melania Sankar, 
Maddie Seed, Sophia Steckel, and Elizabeth Trump. Their coaches were Bill Hines, Dan Reichenbach, and 
Ann Vaughan. The girls were undefeated in the regular season. They played in the District 2 CYO 
tournament at Rockne Hall and came out victorious against Good Shepherd. The team then headed to 
Pottsville to play in the Diocesan Tournament. They played three exciting games against Immaculate 
Conception (Berks County), Saint Patrick’s (Schuykill County), and Good Shepherd (Lehigh County), 
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which was an exciting rematch. STM came out on top once again 
and were crowned the Allentown Diocesan Champions! The team 
then packed their bags and headed to Scranton for the State 
Tournament. They enjoyed a weekend filled with many great 
memories and won two of their three games finishing in fifth 
place. They would like to thank Monsignor Murphy for his 
support and generosity throughout the season. GO RAIDERS!!!

~Elizabeth Samer (Guest Writer)

Warming Station 
This year, all of STM participated in a huge service project 
benefiting an organization called Everlasting Life Ministries. The 
service project was introduced to the school by Jane Croslis (Mrs. 
Croslis’s mother-in-law). It was  run by Primary School counselor 
Mrs. Michaelis, who was assisted by Middle School counselor 
Mrs. Lamack. The school made snack bags for the Everlasting 
Life Ministries Warming Station, which is a place where the 
homeless can spend a warm night indoors, but then must leave 
after having a satisfying breakfast. The snack bags that STM 
made are given to these people before they leave the Warming 
Station. Each grade participated in this service project by 
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K-167 Jenna Bedics
K-168 Maura Young 
K-068 Addison Chyu

1-152 Ava Williams 
1-154 Emma Anderson
1-145 Roger Arnold
1-144 Ross Stewart-Smith

2-149 Jillian Hudak
2-147 Piper Cerimele
2-146 Alana Hoffman

3-121 Camryn Harp
3-127 Hannah D’Ambrosio
3-123 Leah Colley
3-125 Phoebe O’Hara

4-128 Rohan Bhashyam 
4-126 Caliana Anderson
4-128 Brody Molchany
4-122 Maeve McGee

5-225 Rebekah Garrett
5-223 Emma Paradise
5-221 Antonio Lee

6-227 Molly Campbell
6-226 Lynzi Exton
6-228 Callie Silsbee

7-137 Aidan Doyle
7-245 Sophia Steckel

8-234 Kelly Mitchell
8-237 Alexander de Gale 
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decorating bags with encouraging messages to brighten the days 
of the poor population as well filling these bags with snacks. Each 
bag consisted of a protein (e.g. peanut butter crackers), a fruit 
(e.g. applesauce), snacks (goldfish, chips, pretzels, etc.), granola 
bars, a spoon, and a napkin. Overall, the school supplied 300 bags 
per week for six weeks, equaling a total of 1,800 bags. Based on 
these calculations, this service project could definitely be 
declared a success!

~Alyssa Angoy 

PJAS Regional Competition 
Several students in Junior High chose to participate in the PJAS 
(Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science) Regional Competition. 
Unlike previous years, all students were required to conduct an 
experiment using the Scientific Method that would count as part 
of their grade, but they were given the option to enter their 
presentations in the competition. Those who signed up worked 
long and hard getting everything ready for February 23, the day 
when they would present in front of judges at Northampton 
Community College. Sixth Grade science teacher Mrs. Maskiell 
and Junior High science teacher Mrs. Hartman worked together 
in getting everything organized, and they were a huge help in 
preparing the students for the competition. They offered practice 
sessions for these young scientists before school, during 
lunchtime, and after school. Students could also sign up for the 
Science Club during the Activity Period, which allowed them to 
make further progress on their projects. When the competition 
date got really close, Mrs. Maskiell and Mrs. Hartman organized 
Round Robin sessions a few days a week in the evenings. These 
were optional and allowed the competitors to present in front of 
parents, teachers, and high school students who acted as “judges.” 
These sessions gave them a better idea of what the upcoming 
competition would be like. Finally, the day of the Regional 
Competition arrived. Every student who participated should be 
proud of what they accomplished, no matter what place they 
happened to get. Congratulations to those who received first 
place scores and will be heading to the State Competition in May! 
Congratulations also to the students who received second place 
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St. Patrick’s Day 
Recipe: Leprechaun 
Hats 

Ingredients:

•  Keebler® Fudge Stripes 

Cookies

•  Large Marshmallows

• Dark Chocolate Candy 

Melts

• Green Candy Melts

• Green Sprinkles or Green 

Cake Sparkles

STEP 1 : Melt dark chocolate candy 

in the microwave, in 30 second 

intervals on 50% power.  Stir after 

each heating.  Repeat until 

completely melted.  Dip Fudge 
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scores and were selected to be technicians at the State 
Competition! A special shoutout goes to seventh grader Aidan 
Friel, who received a perfect score from the judges! 

~Sophia Steckel

Read Across America Day 
On Friday, March 1, students in Grades K-5 celebrated Read 
Across America Day, which was on the same day as Dr. Seuss Day! 
They got to stay in their classrooms all day reading books to 
celebrate. At around 2:20 p.m., Grades K-2 went to the Main 
Gymnasium to watch a play run by the Drama Club. Mr. 
Mozingo, the leader of the Drama Club, greeted everyone with a 
warm smile, then started the show. It was a Dr. Seuss story about 
Sneeches and Stars. In this entertaining performance, the 
Sneeches wanted to be Stars and when they used a machine to 
turn into Stars, the original Stars wanted to be Sneeches so they 
could be unique. The creatures kept switching between Sneeches 
and Stars until they realized that they should be happy with who 
they were. In addition to the play, Student Council Members 
went to Kindergarten, First, Second, and Third Grade classrooms 
to read children’s books (many of them being Dr. Seuss books) to 
the students. Read Across America Day was a successful day and 
all of the students enjoyed the fun activities.

~Elise Jauregui
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St. Patrick’s Day 
Recipe: Leprechaun 
Hats (Cont.) 

Stripe Cookies into chocolate, 

coating completely.  Shake off any 

excess.  Set on parchment paper, top 

side down, until candy coating is 

completely set.

STEP 2 :  Using a toothpick, dip 

marshmallow into chocolate and 

coat almost entirely.  Shake off any 

excess.  Set on parchment paper, 

until candy coating is completely 

set.  Remove toothpick. 

 

STEP 3 :  Melt green candy just as 

you did the chocolate.  Flip 

marshmallow upside down and 

insert new toothpick in top.  Dip 

into green candy, just barely, to 

create a small band of green around 

the bottom. 

 

STEP 4 :  Coat green candy band 

with sprinkles or sparkles. Shake off 

excess. 

 

STEP 5 :  Place marshmallow in 

center of chocolate covered cookie. 

Carefully remove toothpick.  Touch 

up the toothpick hole with a small 

dab of melted chocolate, if desired. 

 

STEP 6 :  Spoon some of the 

remaining melted green candy into a 
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Class News 

Fifth Grade Book Buffet
The Fifth Grade recently completed a very unique book report 
called the Book Buffet. Their crafty assignment was to create a 
food or treat that represented the books they read. For example, 
a fifth grader named Bianca Jauregui read a book called “Wings of 
Fire” and chose to create fortune cookies to represent the story. 
Inside each piece of food, the students needed to provide a 
description of either the setting, the main events, the problem, 
the characters, or their ratings on the books. There was an 
endless variety of foods that the students chose to create, ranging 
from lemonade to Wonka bars! The fifth graders had lots of fun 
with this project!

~Elise Jauregui

Sixth Grade Golf Ball Holders
In Technology class, which is instructed by Mrs. McCambridge 
and Mrs. MacKavage, the Sixth Grade recently built LEGO golf 
ball holders. Each team got an unlimited amount of LEGOs to 
build a little nest in which the golf balls would be held. The goal 
was to program a robot to carry a dozen golf balls to the other 
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St. Patrick’s Day 
Recipe: Leprechaun 
Hats (Cont.) 

piping bag, ziplock bag or squeeze 

bottle.  On parchment paper, make 

three small dots of candy in the 

shape of a triangle.  Each dot should 

be about the size of a chocolate 

chip.  Using a toothpick, swirl the 

three dots together to form a 

shamrock shape.  Swirl the bottom 

two dots together first, then the top 

dot.  Pull toothpick straight down 

to form the stem.  Before candy 

hardens, cover with sprinkles or 

crushed cake sparkles. Once 

shamrocks have set up, dust off 

excess sparkle. 

 

STEP 7 :  To finish the hat, attach a 

glittering shamrock with a small dab 

of melted green.
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side of the room, but their robots could only take one golf ball at a time. The students had to program 
their robots so that they would move fast enough to beat the other teams. Every time a student wins a 
challenge, they earn a point. They have to get 20 points for first place, 10 points for second place, and 5 
points for third place. Each week they do a different challenge and at the end of the school year, the 
player or players who have the most points will get a special prize!

~Caden Deegan (Guest Writer)

Fourth Grade Presidential Scrimmage
March 4 was the day of the Fourth Grade Presidential Scrimmage. The Fourth Grade had to study facts 
about the presidents and then take a quiz. The girl and boy from each homeroom who had the highest 
grade moved on to compete in the scrimmage. The children who made it to the scrimmage were Samara 
Ballen, Riley Boyle, Magdalana Carolla, Hope 
Spellacy, Gavin Albeck, Jackson Burmister, Conner 
Lawler, and Michael Manzella. As part of this special 
event, each homeroom had to memorize a historical 
writing or speech. Mrs. Shubella’s class recited the 
Gettysburg Address, Mrs. Chaya’s class recited the 
Oath of Office, Mrs. McCarthy’s class recited the 
Preamble, and Mrs. Ahn’s class recited The New 
Colossus. It was a close match between the girls and 
boys but the boys were crowned victorious. Both 
teams should be v 
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ery proud!   

~Riley Boyle (Guest Writer)

Current Event 
On February 22, 2019, Virgin Galactic sent off its first “tourist” to space. Virgin Galactic is a company led 
by British billionaire Richard Branson, who has been hoping for space tourism since 2008 (the year that 
the company started). On December 13, 2018, Virgin Galactic’s suborbital spaceliner, VSS Unity, made 
history by flying the longest rocket-powered flight when it flew to the edge of space. On February 22, 
2019, the flight was repeated but this time it was different. The flight was carrying the company’s 
astronaut trainer Beth Moses, making her the first space tourist. The flight reached a maximum altitude 
of 55.87 miles. It went 2,255 mph, which is three times the speed of sound. After a few minutes in space, 
the flight glided down and landed. Overall, the flight lasted an hour. Virgin Galactic’s first commercial 
flight to space has not yet been announced but the company has received deposits from more than 600 
people. Each ticket costs around $250,000. Richard Branson has announced he will be a passenger 
himself on July 24, 2019, the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing. This flight was a key point in 
space history.   

~Alex de Gale
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